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Whiteflies 
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ÅAdults are small, white, 
άƳƻǘƘ-ƭƛƪŜέ ƛƴ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ  

Å> 70 species in Florida 

ÅWhiteflies are NOT flies  

ÅPiercing-sucking mouthparts  

ÅExcrete honeydew 

ÅSome produce white, waxy 
flocculent 

ÅSome transmit disease 
organisms 

ÅHost range ς single to 
multiple hosts 

 



Whitefly Nymphs 
ÅMore variable in appearance than adults 

ÅTypically oval, flattened; on underside of 
leaves 

Photo: H. Glenn, UF/IFAS 
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Ficus Whitefly 

Distribution possibly limited by: 
V Presence of ficus 
V Temperature 



Photo: A. Roda, USDA APHIS 

Eggs 
(10 days) 

Adult Whitefly 
(2-4 days) 

Crawler 
(4.2  days) 

2nd-3rd instars 
3-4 days each 

Pupa 
(5.8 days) 

Adults 

Pupa Pupal case ς 
remains on the leaf 

Crawler Eggs 

2nd and 3rd nymphs ς can 
be very difficult to see 



Photos: W. Schall, Palm Beach County Extension 

Ficus Whitefly  
Å Only feeds on ficus 
Å Causes leaf yellowing, 

leaf drop and branch 
dieback 


